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New brewery opens

THE town of Keynsham, between Bristol and Bath, is
once again to have its own real ale micro-brewery.

Situated in asmall trading estate off the Bristol Road, the
10-barrel brewery uses equipment that lay unused for three
years after the previous business ceased trading.

Head brewer and director John Firth says he will concen-
trate on providing flavour from his beers, thefirst of whichis
the4.5% ABV Somerdale Gold, one of the new ‘ Golden Al€’
category recently recognised by CAMRA. Itisapale coloured
hoppy ae, with aflora citrustaste and spicy aroma.

Moreregular beerswill follow, including alower-gravity
bitter and something ‘dark and tasty’ for the autumn, plus an
Xmas Ale and later some seasonal specials.

Johnisan experienced Craft Brewer, long-term CAMRA
member and currently Chairman of the Bristol and District
Tasting Panel, so he knows a thing or two about how beers
should taste. John says he especially loves the amazing
variety of flavoursthat can be extracted from fresh hops of

differing species, by combining them with the highest quality = A -

floor-malted barley and true brewers’ yeast. Strewth, it's hot work setting up
He says, “When | heard that Colin Brook, the landlord of

the Old Bank Inn on the High Street in Keynsham, was looking your own brewe ry

to re-open the brewery, | leapt at the chance to turn my hobby And sotheK eynsham BrewingCompanyisborn.

into a business —every full-mash home brewer dreams of If you wish to find out more, perhaps to give the beer atry

having hisown micro-brewery. I’ ve spent the summer thor- in your own pub, you can contact John Firth by phone on

oughly cleaning and preparing the plant, conducting test 01179867889 or 07711131203; by emailing jonfirth@

brewing, and organising supplies; now I’ m ready to go, and the blueyonder.co.uk; or at the following address:

new beer will be available at the Old Bank before the August KeynshamBrewing Co. Ltd., Brookleaze, Stockwood Vale,

Bank Holiday, and at the Mayor’ sArmsfestival in Redcliffe’. Keynsham, Bristol BS312AL.
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Beer festival round-up

Redcliffe 25-29 August

A beer festival isbeing organised for the
the Mayor’s Armsin Redcliffe, Bristol to run
from Thursday 25th August through to the
bank holiday Monday on the 29th. Hopefully
thisissue of Pints West will be out just in time
for some readersto catch this event.

Thiswill be an important event for the
pub asit will formally declare the pub asareal
ale establishment, not something it was
particularly renowned for in the past — until
Cyril Standbridge took the place on recently.
Cyril hasagood track record, having previ-
ously worked at the Plume of Feathers and the
Merchants Arms in Hotwells.

It is expected that there will be up to two
dozen beers on offer over the weekend,
featuring awide variety of beer stylesand
strengths. It will also feature some of the first
supplies of Somerdale Gold from the new
Keynsham brewery.

Give this pub your support if you can,
and maybe we can get Redcliffe featuring more
prominently on the real ale map.

Cleeve 27-28 August

The second Cleeve Rugby Football Club
Beer Festival is on Saturday 27th and Sunday
28th August 2005. Tickets are normally £6
but, if you'reintime, can be bought in advance
by CAMRA members at the discounted price
of £4 from Cleve RFC, Cossham Strest,
Mangotsfield, Bristol BS16 9EN. Telephone

0117 9575775 for information.

This year they are supporting PROPS.
Thisisacharity raising funds and Providing
Opportunities and Support for disabled
children.

Shirehampton 10 September
For the sixth year in arow, the
Lamplightersin Shirehampton will
be holding their Real Ale& Music
Festival in their spacious garden
during the afternoon and evening of
Saturday, the 10th of September.
The Lamplightersis a pleasantly
located riverside pub, dating from the
18th century, overlooking Pill on the
other side of the River Avon. The pub
normally has four beers, typically from Bath
Ales, Butcombe, Fuller’s and others, but one
day every September sees the erection of
stillagein the garden and agreat sel ection of
beersfrom far and wide, often featuring current
or past Champion Beer of Britain finalists.
The pub is only a couple of minutes’ walk
from the Shirehampton railway station on the
Severn Beach line so not difficult to get to.
Entry is by advance ticket at £6 (programme,
glass and entertainment included), so pop in
for yoursor give them acall on 0117 9823549.

Bristol city centre 16-18 September
Building on the success of their previous
festivals, the White Lion in Bristol’s city

The Swan

Tockington

£5 per ticket

01454 614800

7, 8t & 9t October 2005

Come and join us in our 15t Beer Festival

Tickets on sale now

Over 20 real ales available,
Live Entertainment, Hog Roast (Sat)
BBQ's and lots more

Contact Sue Chance for more details.
Tockington Green, Tockington, Bristol BS32 4NJ

3291@greeneking.co.uk

another event they dub
“Bristol’s smallest
beerfest”. The small
Wickwar pub will be
offering 16 or so beers
from around the
country between the
16th and 18th of
September, some from

centrewill beholding

handpumps, some directly from casks stillaged
in the corner of the pub.

Wedmore23-25 September

From 23rd to 25th September there is the
“5& Live” Wedmorereal alefestival, once
againto beheldinthe Wedmore Village Hall.
There will be aselection of 32 beersfrom
around the UK, including medal winnersfrom
the Great British Beer Festival. For more
information on this fund-raising event check
their web site at www.wedmorerealale.com.

Bedminster 30 September to 3 October

Just likeitsrelation, the White Lion in the
city centre, Wickwar’s second pub, the
Princess of Walesin Bedminster, is getting
into the beer festival scene. Following the
resounding success of thefirst onein Juneit
will be holding its second festival from Friday
30th September through to Monday 3rd
October. The previous festival featured “beers
from the north” —thistime it will be “beers
from the south”. Once again there will be
music and food and to accompany the beer —
from handpump and stillage — plus “guess the
mystery ale’.

Winscombe 30 September to 2 October

Wrington Vale Rotary Club will be
holding their fifth Beer and Cider Festival at
Winscombe Cricket Club, just off the A38 near
Sidcot, where you can enjoy alarge and
extensiverange of beersand cidersina
convivial location.

It takes place from Friday 30" September
to lunchtime Sunday 2™ Oct. Opening times
and prices are Friday evening 7pm to 12pm,
Saturday evening 7pm to12pm, Sunday
lunchtime 12noon to 3pm. Entrance fees are £2
for Friday, £4 for Saturday and £1 for Sunday
lunchtime.

Pricesinclude souvenir glass, entertain-
ment, car parking etc. There will be entertain-
ment on both Friday and Saturday evenings.
On Friday evening there will be the gentle

T B
T RINGTON Vap g

BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL

at Winscombe Recreation

Ground Clubhouse

September 30th
and Ist October

7pm - 12 (both nights)

M profits to Rotary Charkties
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2 Local CAMRA web site : www.camrabristol.org.uk
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tones of the Cliffton Jazz Band playing
traditional tunes, whilst you can savour the
varied selection of beersand ciders. On
Saturday night you can taste the beers and
maybe if you desire dance the evening away to
the excellent band the Pocket Rockets, aband
who proved to be a great success at last year's
festival. To cam down after two nights of
excess, Sunday lunchtimewill beagentleaffair
to have alast chance to polish off any
remaining favourites. Please note any beer that
remains after the festival will be sold off at
discount ratesin 5-litre containers.

Tickets may be purchased in advance by
post from Wrington VVale Rotary Beer Festival,
Highwater, Norville Lane, Cheddar, BS27 3HJ.
Send a stamped, addressed envelope and
cheque made payableto “Wrington Vale
Rotary Club”, to arrive before Wednesday 28"
September. Any enquiries call Mark on 07702
589617 or directly from Thatcher's Cider
Shop, Sandford.

Thornbury 28-29 October

The evenings of Friday 29th and Saturday
30th October see the return of the fifth annual
beer festival held at Christ The King Social
Club in Castle Street, Thornbury.

Friday times are 7.30pm to 11pm, and
Saturday’ s are 5pm to 11.30pm. Entrance is
£2 for each session, with twelverea aesto
sample at £1.80 a pint — or three pints for £5 —
plus hot food and live music.

Hotwells17-20 November

Thursday 17th to Sunday 20th November
are the dates for another of the ever-popular
festivals now held twice ayear at the Bag
O’Nails in Hotwells. Asin previous years,
the pub will be offering forty or more different
real alesfrom all over the country. The pubis
not exactly huge, so not all beers can be on at
the same time. However, if you popped along
on all four days you should get the chance to
sample a good proportion of them. The pub
will be open al day from noon over the period,
with snacks available much of thetime. Lovers

of darker beerswill be pleased to know that
stouts and milds should be featuring.

CAMRA Beer Festivals

Minehead 17-18 September

Don’t miss one of the great beer festival
venues of the year as September sees the
staging of the sixth Somerset Beer Festival on
the platform of Minehead Station.

Step off the train straight into the festival.
Around 90 beers and cidersfrom local and
country-widemicrobrewerieswill beavailable,
including festival specials. Food will be
availableall sessions, with entertainment on
Saturday evening (singer-songwriter Helena),
and Sunday lunchtime (to be arranged).

The festival will be open from 11am to
11pm on the Saturday and 12 noon to 4pm on
the Sunday. Admission isfree, though
purchase of acommemorative glass (£2.50) or
hard plastic glass (50p) will be required.

Travel by scenic West Somerset Railway
(reduced farefor card-carrying CAMRA
members) or by bus from Taunton. Plenty of
local B& B accommodation should beavailable
(details from Minehead Tourist Board). For
further information call Barrie Childson 01935
825566.

Bath 14-15 October

In October we can all pop down to the
28th Bath Beer Festival at the Pavilion, North
Parade Road, just afive-minute walk from
Bath Sparailway station.

Thefestival is open Friday evening from
6pm to 11pm, Saturday lunchtime from 11am
to 3.30pm, and Saturday evening from 6pm to
11pm.

Therewill be aselection of at least 60 real
ales, plustraditional cidersand Belgian beers.

Admission (including programme) iS£5
Friday evening, £4 Saturday lunchtime and
£4.50 Saturday evening. Therewill bea£1
discount to card-carrying CAMRA members
at each session. Please note though that this
discount is claimed on the door —the full price
must be paid when

The Bag O'Nalls

141 St. George’s Road, Hotwells,
Bristol BS1 5UW Tel: (0117) 9406776

A Real Ale Pub

Bristol & District CAMRA
Pub Of The Year 2000

ordering ticketsin
advance.
Advanceticketsare
availablefrom Steve
Hunt, 23 Clearwood,
Dilton Marsh,
Westbury, Wilts,
BA134BD. Please
state the session(s)
required and send your
cheque, made payable
to Bath & Borders
CAMRA, and enclos-

. ing a stamped, ad-
Host to two beer festivals a year dressed envelope.
At least 12 different real ales a week || swindon 13-15
Imported German whest beers Od?:bcjrlowmg o
Engl 'Sh. 22(;“ e'concgél gne?e%elers success of their 2003

Unpasteurised imported bottled lagers and 2004 festivals, the
Web :  www.bagonails.org.uk Swindon branch of

Email : pub@bagonails.org.uk CAMRA are to return

Bath Beer Festival 2005 logo
as drawn by Jade Potter aged 12

once again to the Old Railway Museum in
Faringdon Road for their 2005 festival.

The dates for the Swindon Beer Festival
2005 are Thursday 13th to Saturday 15th
October. There will be four sessions: Thurs-
day evening 6pm to 11pm; Friday lunchtime
12 noon to 3.30pm; Friday evening 6pm to
11pm; and Saturday from 12 noon to 8pm.
Admission to each seesion is £2, except for
Friday evening whichis£3. Friday eveningis
also advance ticket only.

Please note there will be arestricted choice
of beersfrom Saturday |unchtime onwards, so
go early to avoid disappointment!

The admission feeincludes a souvenir glass
and there will be afree pint for CAMRA
members. All sessionswill havefood available
and there will be a T-shirt and memorabilia
stand.

For Friday evening only tickets are
availablein advance; all other sessionsare
payment on the door. Tickets go on sale
Friday 23rd September 2005.

Postal applications for beer festival tickets
can be made to Richard James, 6 Ripley Road,
Swindon, Wilts. SN1 4DE. Please make
cheques payable to “CAMRA Swindon & N
Wilts branch” and include a stamped, self-
addressed envel ope.

For further information keep an eye on the
Swindon CAMRA web site at
www.swindoncamra.org.uk.

P

LAMPLIGHTERS

(Riverside Bar)
Station Road, Shirehampton
Bristol BS11 9XA Tel: 0117 9823549
(2 mins Shire station)

Sat 10th September
Noon till Dusk
6th Annual

Real Ale & Music Festival

Entrance by ticket only
£6.00
(includes glass & programme)

National CAMRA web site : www.camra.org.uk
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Pint-sized
Crosswords

Just for fun. You decide where
the answers to the clues go.

Handled glass
--- Palace

Drip ---

Mash ---

(brewery vessel)

What all ale
should be
Abbey Ales
pub
Quarter pint
Intimate bar

King's ---- (pub
in Kingsdown)
Bath ----
(brewers)

Malt & hops drink

Another pub
in Kingsdown

Brewers of Old

Spot & Pig’s Ear

Length of ale
White ----
(Wickwar pub)
Dispense from
bottle to glass

Handy beer
volume

Hop ---- (brewe
Swan ----
Places to drink

India Pale Ales
---- O'Bells
Butcombe ----

ry)

Port of ---- (joint
Pub of the Year)

Bittering plant

German beer

style (meaning
uoldﬂ)

Brewery outlet

--- Vine (defunct

Somerset
brewery)

S

Smilesto brew in Bristol

again

WHEN the brewing of Smiles was moved
to Highgate there was a glimmer of hope
that a microbrewery might be opened on
the site of the Bristol Smiles brewery and
that at least some of the Smiles beers
would again be brewed in Bristol.

Firm news on this has been scarce,
until the following press release was
received toward the end of July...

Il- T:!-T] I
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Smiles all round at property deal which
sees the return of brewing to the heart of
Bristol.

Successful Bristol-based developer, Urban
Creation, has celebrated itsfirst year in
business by adding yet another intriguing site
to the growing list of projectsit isworking on
in the city. Only two months after acquiring
the historic Pro-Cathedral, in Clifton, the
company has announced that they are to
partner the Smiles Pub Company Limited in
the redevelopment of the Smiles brewery site
in Bristal.

Urban Creation, the Smiles Pub Company
Limited and Close V enture M anagement
Limited, have teamed up to work on plans for
an exciting sustainable mixed-use scheme at the
Upper Maudlin Street site at the top of

Colston Avenue. A Bristol team including
architects Narracott Oxford Millsand CSJ
Planning, have been appointed to start work
on ascheme, which is expected to go forward
for planning shortly.

Thelong term brewing futurefor Smiles
Beer will now be secured with the traditional
Smiles pub — The Brewery Tap - being
retained and enlarged to include anew micro
brewery. Residential accommodation will be
provided in the upper parts of the renovated
building.

Alistair Mort, Managing Director of
Smiles Pub Company, is delighted to be
bringing back Smilesto the heart of the city,
creating exciting job opportunities and
substantially increasing the profile of the
Smilesname. “We are committed to investing
in and growing our business, and for the
customer that equates to quality food, fine ale,
and excellent customer serviceinarelaxed and
friendly environment.”

Will Fraser Allen of Close Venture
Management Limited agrees“We arethrilled to
be supporting the return of Smiles brewing to
Bristol. The plans for the building enables
Smilesto thrive in an environment that
respects the integrity of the original pub, and
brings the brewing operation into the Twenty
First Century.”

Darren Sheward, Director of Urban
Creation comments: “Our focusin the city is
ondelivering high quality sustainable develop-
ments, and our aim here isto rejuvenate the
buildingswhilst retaining the character and
special quality that is the very essence of the
Smilesname. We will certainly look forward to
toasting this development in true Smiles
stylel”

Thereturn of the
WhiteFriar

WHITE FRIAR, one of the occasional beers
from Bath’s Abbey Ales brewery, goes on sale
again around the end of August. The beer
proved so popular last time it went on sale
that Abbey were asking customers to order
early to avoid disappointment, as last year it
sold out before the beer had even finished
brewing.

The 5.0% ABV golden-coloured hoppy ale
wasoriginally created as‘ Jubilation’ to
coincide with the Queen’ svisit to Bath in her
Golden Jubilee year. Asit was so well
received, Abbey Alesre-introduced it —under
the name of White Friar — and thisyear it even
comes with anew pump clip design.

Managing Director Alan Morgan com-
mented, “We have always wanted to regularly
brew arange of different beersto compliment
our best selling Bellringer but the need to meet
the demand for our flagship ale takes up nearly

al of our production.
Head brewer Martin
Langham triestofitin
brewingoccasional
beerswhen he can. Our regular customersare
aware how quickly the guests sell and try to
order early!”

Abbey Ales started brewing in Bath in
1997 and have won a number of awards for
Bellringer, their golden 4.2% best bitter.
Delivery is strictly within a twenty-mile
radius of Bath’s famous Abbey, although
Bellringer isavailablenationally viabeer
wholesdlers.

White Friar was also voted the favourite
occasional beer in apoll recently held on the
brewery web site at www.abbeyales.co.uk.

Alan says that White Friar will only be
sold locally to pubs in the Bath and Bristol
area

Local CAMRA web site :

www.camrabristol.org.uk



& Crown
ISNO More

“The Law IS

an Ass”

AFTER 300 years as a public house, the Rose
& Crown at Iron Acton will be converted into
aprivate one. Planning permission was granted
by the South Gloucester Development Control
Committee on 21 July 2005.

The Campaign for Real Ale and many from
the lron Acton community campaigned long
and hard to save the pub — as you may have
seen from the previous two issues of Pints
West — but ultimately to no avail.

There are apparently two criteria for
allowing conversion a pub. Oneisthat it is not
aviable business. Localsand CAMRA
members had demonstrated that this was not
the case. Indeed, there were people interested
in buying it and running it as a business,
athough the licensee would not sell.

The second isthat there are similar
facilities nearby. Thiswasthekiller, asthere
are two other pubsin Iron Acton. No account
was taken of the style of those pubs or the
clientele they attract.

So there you have it. Any unscrupulous
licensee who wants to cash in on the value of
their public house as a private residence
(regardless of the history of the pub or its
placein thelocal community) can do so aslong
as there is another pub nearby.

Expect more rural pub closures soon!

Richard Brooks

WARNING

From the Management of the

HOPE & ANCHOR

Exceptional Public House

d3d3dd 1'11dS
1.NOd
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WHAT A SURPRISE. Another day,
another pub closure, as the Albert
Innfacesimminentredevelopment
into flats. Famed for its top-class
jazz and folk music the pub was
sometimes known as the Albert
Hole. In addition to the likes of Andy
Sheppard and Ronnie Scott, the
pub had also been a venue for
Bristol & District CAMRA branch
meetings in years gone by.

After 25 years at the Albert,
landlord lan Storrer is not at all
happy about the way things have
worked out. The pub has had a
succession of owners who have
been reluctant to spend any money
on its upkeep in return for the
substantial rent he has had to pay.
And now the current owners (be-
lieved to be a property company)
appear to have decided to cash in
on its value as housing rather than
as a viable business.

Something must be done to stop
companies from getting planning
permission to change the use of
public houses, or there won'’t be any
local or individual ones left!

The Albert Inn closed on Friday,
5th August. The pub has always
had plenty of memorabilia, much of
it musical, and they are selling this
off.

Richard Brooks
(who took the photos too)

Abbey Ales presents...

Order Online at
w.AbbeyAles.co.uk

flect direct from the brewery
Comden Row, Bath, BAT 518

01215 444437
ght your door, anywhere in England and Wales

National CAMRA web site :

www.camra.org.uk 5
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Shine on theHlll

EVERY issue we ask Pints West readers
to let us know if there is a part of Bristol
(& District) that you would like to see
featured in this column. Well, we have
been absolutely inundated with an email
from Helen Key of the Cotham Porter
Stores suggesting we have a little look
around ‘The Hill'. Well Helen, only too
happy to oblige.

Full details and photographs of all the
pubs mentioned can be found on the
www.britishpubguide.com web site.
Landlords and regulars in these pubs are
welcome to update the information on the
website whenever they like.

PICTURE THE SCENE: your six-year-old
son has spent the last two hours dragging you
up and down Christmas Steps because he
thinks it’s Diagon Alley from the Harry Potter
stories, and is rather hoping you'll buy him
something from Quality Quidditch Supplies.
Exasperated, you decide you need adrink. But
whereto go? You can't visit the Three Sugar

L oaves because your son keeps calling it the
Leaky Cauldron and anyway, you covered it
in the last issue of Pints West.

A shambling, slightly jaded ooking figure
appears next to you, and clears his throat.
“Well, if you head further up the hill, there are
plenty of pubs to try”. “But Dad,” says your
son “we can't go to loads of pubs, that’s really
boring and some of them probably don’t allow
kids'.

“There there,” you reassure him “there’s
no need to worry. You're afictitiouschild so |
can dispose of you in any way | seefit and the
social serviceswon't be ableto do athing
about it”. So, having sold thelittle chapto a
passing tradesman, you head on up St.
Michael’ sHill.

The Scotchman and his Pack

Thefirst pub you reach is The Scotchman
And His Pack, acharming little pub with a
suntrap terrace and upstairs pool table. Sadly,
at the time of your visit, the pub is closed, but
your guide remembersthat it has been selling
Adnams Bitter, Flowers|.P.A., and Wells
Bombardier Best Bitter in the past. Y ou make
anoteto check it out in time for the next issue
and moveon.

Almost immediately you come across
Micawber’s Ale House. Thisisthe pub where

Mlcawber S AIe House

—accordingtolocal legend—condemned men
used to sup their final pint before being hanged
at the top of the hill. Of course it was the
Colston Arms in those days, but someone saw
fit to change the nameto try and lend afake
Victorian ambience to agenuinely historic pub.
The beers here are Butcombe Bitter and
Brain'sS.A.

The Robin Hood

Next, you move up to the Robin Hood. A
lovely one-bar pub with ornate arches at the
front and, inside, stripped floorboards and
dark wood furnishings. The beerson offer are
from the Wadworth stable, plus guests, with
the 6X on particularly good form alongside
Summersault.

At the top of the hill you reach The White
Bear. An old coaching inn completewith a
large statue of, erm, awhite bear, and a cobbled
courtyard. Thisisarambling old pub with
pool table at the front and amyriad little
nooks — but oddly no crannies —in which to
sit. Anoccasional Black Rat cider can be

The White Bear

quaffed here, aswell asthe London Pride and
Courage Best Bitter.

Which setsyou thinking... If that is
Courage’' s Best Bitter, what must the other
stuff have been like? Did John Courage
organise some sort of blind tasting all those
years ago? Y ou picture the committee saying
“WEell, Beer A isfull-bodied with an inviting,
golden tone and a pleasant, dlightly fruity
flavour; on the other hand, Beer B isalovely
crisp, refreshing ale with alovely balance of
English hops... but | think we'll go with the
one that tastes like last week’s dishwater”.
(Tut tut, you arein a mischievous mood - Ed.)

Y our guide tuts slightly, pointing out you
shouldn’t scoff, and that an awful lot of
people drink and enjoy Courage Best Bitter.
You tell him that an awful lot of people drink
lager too, and actually pay ten pence extraif
the word ‘cold’ appears on the dispenser.
“An awful lot of people’, you add, warming to
the theme, “drink a half-pint of stale chemicals
topped up with shaving foam just because it
says ‘smooth’ somewhere on the pump clip”.

With a percipience that verges on the
uncanny, your guide guesses that you' re going
to give the Courage Best a miss, and you both
enjoy the London Pride tremendously.

Time is pressing, so you hurry past Bar
155, the pub that has had more name changes
than Liz Taylor, but you notice that London
Prideis available on hand pump.

The Highbury Vaults

Next to the Highbury Vaults, with its
heated rear garden and amyriad crannies— but
nary anook in sight —to sit and sup the
selection of Young'sbeers. ThereisYoung's
Bitter, Young's Special and aparticularly
scrumptious pint of Young's Golden Zest
aongside St. Austell Tribute, Bath Gem and
Brain's SAA. TheHighbury Vaultsisstill one
of the best real ale pubsin Bristol, and you're
delighted it hasn’t changed in all the years
you've known it.

Having completed the St. Michael’ s Hill
section of your walk, your Guide tells you
that next is Little Paul Street (behind the
houses opposite the White Bear). Hereis
something of an undiscovered gem. TheKings
Armsisn’t on the way to or from anywhere
really, so unless you know about it, you're
unlikely to find it by accident. It's been there
since 1862, but has amodern feel, and looks
over asmall green. Bassison tap, but you
plump for a pint of Sharp’s Doom Bar while
your guide tries the Bath Gem. Both beersare
infinefettle (is ‘fettle’ ever anything other

6 Local CAMRA web site :

www.camrabristol.org.uk



TheKing's Arms
than ‘fine’ ?).

From the Kings Arms you stroll down to
TheBell in Alfred Place. TheBell isa
charming, ol d-fashioned boozer, which
eschews [bless you! — Ed] the trendy, lager-
fuelled crowd for aquiet dignity where
conversation isking. The beer hereis superb,
with Abbey Bellringer and RCH Pitchfork on
when you visit.

The next pub is the Kingsdown Vaults, on
thejunction between Clevedon Terrace and
Kingsdown Parade. Here, you are pleasantly
surprised to find that they serve Thatcher’s
Cheddar Valley and Thatcher’ s Traditional
Cider on handpump. The Cheddar Valley is
thoroughly gorgeous, while your guide very
much enjoys another pint of Bath Gem.

Acutely aware that this pub crawl istaking
up an awful lot of space, you pick your way
down to Fremantle Square, and past the
barriersinto Hillgrove Street North and the
Hillgrove Porter Sores. Now thisisa
stonking pub, and much improved over the last

The Bell

few years. Everard's Sunchaser, Butcombe,
and St. Austell Tribute are al resident, while
Everard’ sTiger and the award-winning
Caledonian Deuchar’s|.P.A. are the guests.
The Sunchaser isto diefor, and the Butcombe
isas good here as anywhere in the City.

Penultimate pub is the Hare On The Hill,
the excellent, flagship pub of Bath Ales, selling
thefull range of their beers, including Wild
Hare. Your guide points out that thisis Bath's
new Organic beer. It’sacitrusy, golden beer
with a clean, crisp aftertaste. If you haven’t
tried it yet, then you need to.

The quest ends back on Cotham Road, in
the Cotham Porter Stores. Now, the Cotham
Porter Stores has long been afavourite pub of
yours, with its eclectic mix of locals, workers
and even the occasional businessman. Known
for selling considerably moretraditional cider
than beer, the Cotham Porter Storesisa
narrow, one-bar pub with an extended drinking
areato therear. Live sport is shown on the
telly, with Test Match Cricket aways

PINTS WEST

CothamPorter Stores

popular. The ciders on handpump are
Thatcher’s Cheddar Valley and Thatcher's
Dry, which the regulars often augment with a
slice of lemon. However, aswell asthe cider
there is Shepherd Neame Spitfire and Sharp’s
Eden Ale, which isafar superior beer to the
ubiquitous ‘Doom Bar’ from the same
brewery.

You like the atmosphere at the C.P.S. so
much, you decide to stay for a second pint of
Cheddar Valley. The next thing you know,
you are waking up to discover you have been
turned into amouse. Y ou can just make out
your son walking away with a huge, hairy
giant of aman who's saying, “That’ |l teach the
stupid Muggle not to sell his children!”

Duncan Shine
Isthere an area covered by the Bristol &
District Branch of CAMRA that you would like
to seefeatured in this column in the next i ssue?
If s0, send an email to
Duncan.shine@britishpubguide.comandwe'll
see what we can do.

The Princess of Wales

Westbourne Grove, Bedminster
presents its second

Mini Beer Festival
FRIDAY 30™ SEPT through to MONDAY 3R0 OCT

“RARE” BEERS FROM THE SOUTH
ALL BEERS @ £1.90 per pint.

No entrance fee, No door fee.

10% discount on all beers
for card-carrying CAMRA members

???? GUESS THE MYSTERY ALE ??2??
BAR-B-Q/PIG ROAST (weather permitting)
GREAT MUSIC
A very warm welcome from your hosts
Richard & Sheleen
SEE YOU THERE !

The White Lion
Quay Head, Bristol City Centre
presents another

Mini Beer Festival

FRIDAY 16™ through to
SUNDAY 18™ SEPTEMBER

Featuring
“PAST CHAMPIONS”

No entrance fee, No door fee.
???? GUESS THE MYSTERY ALE ???7?

A very warm welcome from your hosts
Les & Carol
SEE YOU THERE !

National CAMRA web site :

www.camra.org.uk
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Cotleigh Brewery Awarded ‘Best DrinksProducer

of theYear’

AT the Royal Bath and West Show on Friday
39 June, Cotleigh Brewery was awarded Best
Drinks Producer at a presentation of the
Somerset Life, Food and Drink Awards.
Somerset Life magazine asked its readersto
vote for their favourite pubs, products,
restaurants, food producer, farm shop, chef
and drinks producer. A distinguished panel of
judgesthen interviewed all thefinalists.

At the award ceremony Partner Fred
Domellof said, “Thisisafantastic award and
reflects the passion and dedication of all the
staff at Cotleigh. It also shows our commit-
ment to brewing excellence to which our
customers and consumers aspire in the South
West. We will continue to purchase the best
local ingredients and we look forward to
developing new and exciting initiativeswithin
the local community. We would like to thank
the judges, the staff and all the readers of
Somerset LifeMagazine”.

Cotleigh Brewery hasjust celebrated its
25" anniversary year and has been producing
Tawny for almost 26 years. The company
delivers Tawny, Barn Owl, Cotleigh 25 and
Golden Eagle to more than 300 pubs and
stores in the South West. Distribution to the
rest of the country is through selected
wholesalers. The company is owned by
Stephen Heptinstall and Fred Domellof.

uﬂﬂ oW

- TEELY B

Smilesall round at the
Naval Volunteer

IT 1S now well known that the Highgate
Brewery in Walsall has taken over the brewing
of Smilesbeer following the demise of Smiles
Brewery. It was therefore fitting that Hannah
Dunkerley, the Free Trade Area Manager for
Smiles, and Neil Bain, the Head Brewer at
Highgate, should cometo Bristol to explain the
reasons behind the decision to brew Smiles
beer.

It was also appropriate that the venue
should be the Naval Volunteer on King Street
asthis pub was serving a number of Smiles
beersin very good condition.

Neil gave a 30-minute presentation on
Highgate brewery and the techniquesinvolved
in the brewing of the various Smilesbeers
(accompanied by samples of the malt and hops
and samples of each beer in the range for the
audienceto try — very generous!). The
presentation was well attended and most of
the audience came away learning alot about
the brewing process judging by the conversa-
tion afterwards.

At the end of the presentation there was a
quiz about beer, which was won by the bar

COTLEIGH]

BREWER‘I‘ et

SUOMERSLT CASK LONDITIONED BELK

staff at the Nava